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Building a Neighborhood for Creative Living, Learning, Working and 

Worshiping in the Heart of the City   

HARRISON COMMON GROUNDBREAKING   JUNE 5, 2010  
 
WNI Board Members, City Officials and Smoky Hollow Development Architect turn 
the first shovel of soil at the groundbreaking:  L to R:  Rev. John Horner, Mayor Jay 
Williams, Artis Gil lam, Margaret L. Murphy, David Sweet, Annie Gillam, Paul Dutton, 

Michelle Bandy Zalatoris and Josh Butler.   



WNI MISSION STATEMENT  

To bring the community together to build a neighborhood for creative living, wor king, 

learning and worshiping in the heart of the city.  

WNI GOALS  

¶ Redevelop the historically -rich Smoky Hollow as a regionally -competitive, market -
rate, mixed -use neighborhood  

¶ Attract residents and workers to the city  

¶ Create a òshared sense of placeó through collaboration in the planning, design, 
development and promotion of educational, cultural and religious institutions into 
a vibrant urban center.  

¶ Serve as a catalyst for Youngstownõs other revitalization efforts  
 
PROGRAM COMPONENTS  

Institutional Susta inability  
Residential Development  
Economic Development  

 
NEIGHBORS AND STAKEHOLDERS  

¶ Former and Current Smoky Hollow Residents, Property Owners and Potential 
Homeowners  

¶ Members, Staffs, Congregations and Audiences of Wick Avenue Cultural, Educational 
and Rel igious Institutions  

¶ Youngstown State University Faculty, Administrators, Staff, Alumni and Students  

¶ City of Youngstown and Mahoning Valley  

¶ Andrews Avenue Businesses, Local Businesses and Financial Institutions  

¶ Building Trades  

¶ Developers, Contractors, Realt ors and Utilities  

¶ Homebuilders/Remodelers Association of the Mahoning Valley  
 



A MESSAGE FROM WNI LEADERSHIP  

With 2010 came new directions at Wick Neighbors, Inc. (WNI) on many levels ñ
organizational, structural and physical.   Throughout this year of chan ge, WNIõs board 
and staff remained focused on the organizationõs Wick District-Smoky Hollow project.    
 
At the outset, the organization saw the departure of former executive director Margaret L. 
Murphy and the appointment of Neighborhood Development Servi ces (NDS) as interim 
director in the early spring of 2010.  During this period, the WNI board also adopted a 
broader scope for the organization, ratifying the Wick District/ University Partnership 
Feasibility Studyõs proposal to extend the physical boundaries of the Wick District.  
Simultaneously, WNI continued to work with the City of Youngstown and Youngstown 
State University to reach agreement on the funding and engineering of the Wick District -
Smoky  Hollow Infrastructure project (WD -SH).   
 
Looking back on 2010 at WNI, what comes to mind?   
 

¶ The completion of Harrison Common ñPhase One, the only newly created public 
space in downtown Youngstown and the central park feature of the WD -SH 
project;  

¶ The Rotary Club of Youngstownõs contribution of over $40,000 to the development 
of Harrison Common and its amenities;  

¶ The single -hande d financing of the infrastructure engineering for the only 
proposed market -rate, mixed -use neighborhood development in downtown 
Youngstown in the last fifteen years;   

¶ The deliberate,  incremental steps towards our ultimate long -range goal of 
developing and nurturing a vibrant, new neighborhood in the heart of the city.   

 
When looking back on WNI õs achievements over the last year, these are the projects, 
programs and fulfilled promises  that made up 2010.    
 
As we continue  defining and refining our focus, WNI continued striving to secure our 
mission and identify as a community development corporation, looking to clearly define a 
partnership with YSU.  Through WNIõs leadership, vision an d focus on creating 
partnerships among the educational, cultural, and religious institutions along Wick 
Avenue and engagement with federal, state and local governments, the organization 
continues to serve as both a promoter of, and catalyst for, the develo pment of 
sustainable neighborhoods in Youngstown.         
 
These are the successes we have celebrated and we thank all Wick Neighbors, Inc.  

friends and supporters for our shared accomplishments.   
 

Sincerely,  

The Wick Neighbors, Inc. Executive Committee  



  

MARGARET L. MURPHY FAREWELL   

In January 2010, Margaret Murphy, WNIõs founding executive director, retired from the 
organization.  Margaret first joined WNI at its inception in 2003, at the invitation of 
former YSU President David Sweet.  Margaretõs achievements during her tenure with WNI 
included:  

¶ Building organizational capacity and promoting planning strategies needed to 
develop a mixed -use project to revitalize the Wick District - Smoky Hollow 
neighborhood;  

¶ Developing and promoting the Andrews Avenue Business Group;  

¶ Initiating and managing the Youngstown -Mahoning County Vacant Properties 
Initiative, a regional action plan for preventing and reclaiming vacant properties by 
rebuilding community capacity and coordinating government programs;  

¶ Securing near ly $4 million in federal, state and local funding for Wick District 
projects and programs.  

 
In announcing her departure, Ms. Murphy noted, òWick Neighbors, Inc. is a strong 
organization, well -positioned to reach its goals with the flexibility to move into new areas 
of interest.   I move on with enormous gratitude to all who have supported this 
organization.ó 
 

NDS AS WNI INTERIM DIRECTOR    

In the spring of 2010, WNI welcomed Neighborhood Development Services (NDS) of 
Ravenna  to serve as interim director for  the organization.  NDS assumed directorship 
with an established familiarity with WNIõs central project, the Wick District -Smoky 
Hollow Redevelopment Project, as well as a background with the WNI board,  staff and the 
organization.  For the remainder of the year, NDS staff worked with WNIõs board and 
commit tees to promote the Wick District/ University P artnership proposal , define the 
organizationõs concentration on Walnut Street and oversee CT Consultantsõ 
infrastructure  engineering plans for the area.  
 
INFRA STRUCTURE ENGINEERING UPDATE  
 
Infrastructure engineering for the W ick District -Smoky Hollow project is ongoing by CT 
Consultants, with the projectõs new focus on Walnut Street.  As of December 2010, CTõs 
schematics for the proposed infrastructure, includin g water and  sewer were more than 40 
percent complete.  Final adoption of all engineering plans by WNI will be dependant upon 
approval of the plans by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Cityõs Department of Public 
Works. WNI and CT Consultants believe tha t is it crucial to design, develop and engineer 
infrastructure that takes into account the unique geography of the Smoky Hollow area and 
integrates the multiple phases of this redevelopment project.  

  



 

 

HARRISON COMMON  

On June 2, 2010, ground was  
broken on Harrison Common, 
WNIõs òCentral Parkó project, 
servi ng as a cornerstone of 
the Wick District -Smoky 
Hollow (WD -SH) 
Redevelopment Plan. The 
park was designed by Beh nke 

Associates, Inc. of Cleveland.  
Construction of Harrison  
Common  ð Phase One  was 
complete d by DSV Builders, 
Inc. in the fall of 2010 and 
included a brick -paved plaza , 
ornamental landscaping, a 
decorative  lit  pergola , casual  
seating formed from  sand stone s salvaged from the Hollow and a l arge inlaid historic plat 
map of the Hollow .  Additional f eatures  to be added in the spring of 2011 include  a pizza 
oven and an herb garden .  Completion of this project wa s a collaborative effort involving 
WNI, YSU and the Rotary Club of Youngstown.   
 

ROTARY CONTRIBUTION  TO HARRISON COMMON  

In December 2010, the  Rotary Club of Youngstown 
contributed over $40,000 to Wick Neighbors, Inc. for 
the construction of the pergola and historic plat map 
that enhance the first phase of Harrison Common in 
the Wick District -Smoky Hollow neighborhood.  WNI 
Board Chair Paul Oliv ier, senior vice president of 
business development at Humilit y of Mary Health 
Partners, formally acknowledge the Rotary Club of 
Youngstownõs contribution at WNIõs quarterly board 
meeting in January 2010.  2011 .    
 
 

Harrison Common -Phase One, funded  substan tially though a grant to WNI from the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resou rces and constructed  with oversight from  Youngstown State 
University, includes a brick paved plaza for community events such as concerts and plays, 
the Rotaryõs pergola, stone benches created from salvaged sidewalk paving and new 
landscaping.  The park was conceived by WNI  with the final design approved by the WNI 
Urban Planning and Design Committee, as part of the Wick District -Smoky Hollow 
Revitalization Plan .  The Common is a key elem ent of the larger Smoky Hollow revitalization 
project.  
 
The Rotary Clubõs contribution was used to construct, install and light the pergola  and 
provided funding for the large historic plat map located at t he northwest corner of the park 
which  replicates  th e original Sanborn plat map of the neighborhood.  This generous 

Pictured from left to right:  Bill Lawson, Rotary Club; 

Martha Morgan, WNI Staff, Steve Kristan, Youngstown 

Rotary President; Paul N. Olivier, WNI Board Chair, 

Carlton Sears, Youngstown Rotary and Dave Vaughan, 

Vaughan, WNI Executive Director  



contribution  represent s the Rotaryõs ongoing commitment to civic enhancement and 
downtown redevelopment.   

 

YOUNGSTOWN -MAHONING COUNTY VACANT PROPERTY INITIATIVE:  REAL PROPERTY 

INFORMATION SY STEM (R PIS) 

As part of WNIõs Vacant Property Initiative (Youngstown-Mahoning County Vacant 
Property Initiative ,YMCVPI ), and with funding from the City, Youngstown State 
Universityõs Center for Regional and Urban Studies launched the Mahoning County Real 
Property Information System (RPIS), a comprehensive electronic system designed to 
provide up -to-date and accurate information about real property throughout the County.  
WNI first convened the YMCVPI in 2007 in response to community interest in 
neighborhood development and reinvestment.   With assistance and guidance from the 
National Vacant Property Campaign, the creation of a regional real property information 
system was identified as a primary tool to help the County  address the problems of crime 
and vacan cy and may help recommend potential  development trends within the area.  It 
is anticipated that this new system will give citizens, community groups, foundations and 
businesses easy access to reliable statistical data about properties in both the City of 
Youngstown and Mahoning County.   The RPIS can be seen using rpis.ysu.edu.  
 

ADVANCING THE PROJECT  

One Step Closer  ð City Adopts Smoky Hollow Community Development Plan  

In February 2010, the Youngstown City Council approved legislation adopting the 
proposed S moky Hollow Community Development Plan.  This plan authorized the City to 
acquire eight vacant parcels of property in Smoky Hollow where title was unclear and 
ownership not identifiable.  

 
Reaching an Understanding  ð WNI Works with YSU and the City to Draft  an Agreement  

In May 2010, Y SU, the City and WNI signed a Memorandum of Understanding  to create 
maximum flexibility in the scope of the WD -Smoky Hollow project.  The parties agreed that 
our  mutual  òvision and goals must be sufficiently flexible to accommo date a variety of 
elements including office and  commercial development . . .ó  In June 2010, WNI agreed to 
provide the full amount of the federally required matching funds for the receipt of the U nited 
States Army Corps of Engineers grant , thus securing th e $550,000 federal grant for 
infrastructure engineering and construction in the Wick District -Smoky Hollow 
neighborhood.    
 
A New Beginning w ith a Shared Past ð The WNI -YSU Partnership  

 

Throughout 2010, WNI board members worked  on refin ing  and promoting  the Wick 
District / University Pa rtnership , which had been  proposed and adopted  by the WNI Board 
in 2009 .  WNI representatives met with newly appointed YSU President, Dr. Cindy 
Anderson , and members of her administration, as well as with members of the YSU 
Board of Trustees in the fall of  2010 , to provide background, information and support for 
the Wick District/ University Partnership model.   
 



SMOKY HOLLOW 5K RUN/I MILE FAMILY FUN WALK   

The 2010 5K Run  attracted over 200 racers and more than 70 walkers .  Th e womenõs 
winner was nine year old Ashley Rulison from Burton, Ohio with a time of 21:16.5 with 
Tim McNeal of Niles, Ohio, the menõs winner with a time of 17:04.  Casseseõs MVR 
Restaurant provided brunch for the race participants and volunteers.   
 
Servin g as Honorary Chairs for the 
Seventh Annual Smoky Hollow were:  
Roger Jones, Fireline, Inc.; Annie Gillam, 
First Ward Councilperson; Denise 
DeBartolo York,  whose father Edward 
DeBartolo lived as a child in Smoky 
Hollow, of the John and Denise York 
Foundati on; Dr. Cynthia Anderson, YSU 
President; Artis Gillam, former resident 
and past First Ward Councilperson; Joe 
Cassese, Casseseõs MVR Restaurant and 
Carl Nunziato, former resident.  

 

Ecume nical Service :  The First Presbyterian Church of Youngstown and Rev. Nick Mager 
hosted an Ecumenical Service on Sunday, July 11,  2010, to coincide with the YSU Summer 
Festival of Arts.  Greetings from Wick Neighbors were presented by Scott Schulick, Wick 
Neighbors, Inc.; Dr. Cynthia Anderson, Youngstown State University; An nie Gillam, City of 
Youngstown; Cleo Blakely, Butler Memorial Presbyterian Church; Sr. Isabella Rudge, St. 
Columba Cathedral; Mara Amedia, St. Johnõs Episcopal Church; Minister LeRay Thomas, 
Oak Baptist Church.  The Rev. Dr. Donna Jean Sloan gave the sermo n, òWho Is My 
Neighbor?ó   
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Urban Planning & Design Committee  

The Urban Planning and  Design Committee spent 2010  finalizing the construction 
of Harrison Common -Phase One.   The major work ñthe pergola, the brick walkway, the 
plantings ð were complete d in the fall of 2010, with sever al small elements to be added  in 
2011.   A public event to welcome the community to view Harrison Common is planned in 
conjunction with the 2011 Summer Festival of the Arts. The Youngstown Rotary Club 
prov ided over  $40,000 funding construction of  the pergola and lighting.   As part of the Master 
Plan for Wick Avenue, t he Committee provided feedback to ms consultants regarding the 
$1.9M ODOT Pedestrian Enhancement  Project for Wick Avenue, Fifth Avenue and Rayen 
Avenue .   
 

Andrews Avenue Business Group   

Youngstown Police Chief Jimmy Hughes  attended the November 2010 Andrews Avenue 
committee meeting, providing  security updates and accepting  information on security issues 
on Andrews Avenue.   The Chief stated  he would  assi gn random patrols with instructions to  



leave a notice when a business was visited. Chief Hughes told the members that YSU 
Security also patrols the area.   
 
In the summer of 2010, several businesses obtained flower planters from CityScape with the 
Youngstown Menõs Garden Club providing the flowers.  The Andrews Avenue Business Group 
recognized the Garden Club in appreciation of their support and help. We anticipate that  
additional business owners will request planters for their property.   
 
Mr. Dave Adam s, owner of D.A. Adams, Inc. made personal visits to each Andrews Avenue 
business owners who stated business is good and many have plans to expand.  In some 
cases, business growth has forced some owners to seek larger properties.   The Andrews 
Avenue corrid or is seen as a value for business startup, located within easy reach of major 
freeways, access to YSU technology and internships, and in constant contact with 
Youngstown City officials for development and business support.  
 

 



BOARD MEMBERSHIP  

 
 *Paul Oli vier, Chair * 
 *Germaine Bennett, Vice Chair  

*Tom Poole, Treasurer  
*Jamael Tito Brown, Secretary  
Karen Abrams  
*Dave Adams  
Patrick Bevack  
*Bonnie Deutsch Burdman  
James Burgham  
Martha L. Bushey, Esq.  
*Donna Buzulencia  
Carmine Cassese  
Paul Dutton, Esq.  
Patr icia Fleming  
*Annie Gillam  
Carl James  
Gloria Jones  
*Mrs. F. W. Knecht, III  

Brian Kolenich  
H. William Lawson  
Sharon Letson  
*Rev. Nick Mager  
Hunter Morrison  
*Rev. Richard Murphy  
*Andy Profanchik  
Rebecca Rogers  
David Sabine, Esq.  
Leonard D. Schiavone  
*Scott Schulick  
*Carlton Sears  
Monsignor Robert Siffrin, III  
David S. Sweet, Ph. D.  
*Honorable Jay Williams  
Anthony Worrellia  
Lou Zona, Ph. D.  
 *Executive Committee Members  

 
URBAN PLANNING AND DESIGN  COMMITTEE  

 
Rev. Richard Murphy, Chair  
Bill DõAvignon 
Annie  Gillam  
Paul Hagman  
W. Brian Hughes  
Mike Kovach  
Rodney Lamberson, AIA, ACHA, NCARB  

 
H. William Lawson  
Sharon Letson  
Hunter Morrison  
Rebecca Rogers  
Carlton Sears  
Norma Stefanik  
Anthony Worrellia  

 
ANDREWS AVENUE BUSINESS GROUP  

 
Gloria Jones, Chair  
Dave Ad ams, Co -Chair, D. M. Adams.   
Jeff Bees, Thermal Ventures II  
Shannon Burley, Fireline, Inc.  
Carmine Cassese, Casseseõs MVR 

Restaurant  
Sam Ciminero, Great Garage Doors  
Richard Dascenzo, Dutch Auto Body  

Mike Gentile, Murphy Contracting,   
Jim Rach, C & K Weldi ng Supply, LLC  
Michael and Claudia Kovach, CMT, Inc.   
Jerry Harper , Connell, Inc .  
Ed Ress, Fireline, Inc.  

 

Chuck Sheetz, Scott Beight, Charles 
Sheetz and Brenda Casey, 
Source Products, Inc.  

Rick Vernal, Tri County Asphalt  

Michael Micklus, Youngstown Sp ecialty 

Metals  

George Lawson, Youngstown Tube 

Company  
Michael Hripko, Youngstown State 

University  
Annie Gillam, First Ward Councilperson  
Sarah Lown, City of Youngstown 

Development Incentive Manager  

 
 

 



WICK DISTRICT -UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP FEASIBILITY STUD Y: 
 
*David C. Sweet , Former President, 

Youngstown State University  
Robert Shroder, Humility of Mary Health 

Partners  

*Hunter Morrison,  Youngstown State 

University  

*Germaine Bennett, Community Volunteer  

*Carlton Sears, Public Library of Youngstown 

and Maho ning County  

*Scott Schulick, Farmers Trust Company  
*H. William Lawson, Mahoning Valley 

Historical Society  

*Rev. Richard Murphy, Diocese of 

Youngstown  

Phil Cannatti, Stambaugh Auditorium  
Paul Ricciuti, Stambaugh Auditorium  
*Brian Kolenich, Park Vista Retire ment 

Community  

Phil Kidd, Mahoning County Organizing 

Collaborative  

Sister Patricia McNicholas, Beatitude 

House  

*Sharon Letson, Youngstown City Scape 

*Honorable Jay Williams, Mayor, City of 

Youngstown  

Jason Whitehead, City of Youngstown  
*Jamael Tito Brown, Mahoning County 

Treasurerõs Office 

Annie Gillam, City of Youngstown  
Sarah Lown, City of Youngstown  
Arnie Clebone, State of Ohio  

Clifford Scott, Youngtown Metropolitan 

Housing Association   
 

 

*WNI Board Members

 
YOUNGSTOWN -MAHONING COUNTY VACANT PROPERTY INTIATIVE COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS:  

 
John A. McNally, IV, Esq., Co -Chair , 

Mahoning County Commissioner  
Jason Whitehead, Co -Chair   

 City of Youngstown  

Lisa Antonini  
 Mahoning County Treasurer  

John Bralich  
 Youngstown State University  

Jamael Tito Brown,  
 Mahoni ng County Treasurerõs Office 

Ian Benniston,  
 Youngstown Neighborhood Development 

Corporation  

Donna Buzulencia, Realtor  

Tyler Clar k , Web Consultant  
Arnie Clebone,  
 Ohio Department of Development  

William DõAvignon  
 City of Youngstown  

Anthony Farris, Esq.  
 City of Youngstown  

Tom Finnerty  
 Youngstown State University  

Debora Flora, Lien Forward Ohio  
Phil Kidd  
 Mahoning Valley Organizing 

Collaborative  
Fr. Edward Noga  
 St. Patrickõs Catholic Church 

Richard Shafer  
 Home Savings and Loan  

Roger Smith, Lien Fo rward Ohio  
 

 
MAJOR DONORS   
Michael Morley, Esq.    
Catholic Health Partners/  
 Humility of Mary Health Partners  
First Presbyterian Church of Youngstown  
St. Johnõs Episcopal Church 
Mrs. John Tyler  
Youngstown State University  
 
FOUNDATIONS  
The Raymond J. Wea n Foundation  

 

       2010 FINANCIAL STATEMENT  

Support  
  Unrestricted  $206,780  

 Temporarily Restricted  0 

 Total Support  206,780  

  Expenses  
  Program  214,042  

 General and Administrative  58,061  

 Other  134  

 Total Expenses   272,237  

  Decrease in Total Net Assets  (65,457)  

  Net Assets at the Beginning of 
Year 253,534  

Net Assets at the End of Year  $188,077  

  


